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Erratum. Our May 2017 issue incorrectly had “2016” in the page header. 
THE COVER
We thank Steve Graham for the photograph of a nesting Northern Parula, Setophaga americana, 
from Kentucky Lake Scenic Drive, LBL, Lyon, 17 April 2017. This is one of two nest sites found; 
representing perhaps only the second and third documented in the state.
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Monitoring Songbird Response to Forest Stand Improvement  
on Kentucky Wildlife Management Areas
Kate Slankard and Gary Sprandel 
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
Abstract. Changes in forest structure due to habitat manipulations and Forest Stand Improve-
ment (FSI) practices are likely to affect songbird abundance.  In order to evaluate the effects of 
FSI on songbirds at Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs), we conducted point-count surveys 
and vegetation measurements during 2009-2016 at 13 WMAs.  At the time of this summary, 
post-treatment data had been collected at six WMAs after localized management for FSI.  We 
also present songbird abundance estimates for seven WMAs where FSI did not occur in this 
report.  When sample sizes were sufficient for each area, we calculated relative abundance 
for 30 focal songbird species, and for managed areas we compared species abundance pre-
treatment and post-treatment.  Although forest treatments for this project were generally con-
servative, a few changes in focal species were observed at each managed area, demonstrating 
benefits for Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN), such as the Kentucky Warbler, 
Prairie Warbler, and Wood Thrush.  The Northern Parula, though not a SGCN, demonstrated 
a positive response in most areas with FSI. Additionally, the Acadian Flycatcher, another 
SGCN, showed a positive response to invasive species removal. 
In 2009, the Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) created an inter-
nal initiative to increase forest management on 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs).  Prior to 
this initiative, habitat manipulations on WMAs 
generally focused on open vegetation types, 
but growing interest in improving degraded 
forests led to a concerted effort to plan for for-
est stand improvement (FSI) on state lands. 
Soon after, WMA managers drafted and began 
implementation of forest plans that encouraged 
historical conditions, focusing on the restora-
tion of oak-hickory dominant forests.  Most 
areas accomplished FSI without the involve-
ment of commercial timber sales, and overall 
treatments were conservative when it came to 
timber removal.  Nonetheless, KDFWR’s Avian 
Monitoring Program initiated point-count sur-
veys on several Kentucky WMAs to investigate 
songbird response to FSI. 
The objectives of this project were to estimate abundance of priority songbird species on 
WMAs and to compare songbird abundance before and after localized management for FSI. 
Considerable challenges were met at a number of areas when it came time for implementation 
and some areas were not able to complete planned FSI at the time of this report.  In this sum-
mary, we present the pre-treatment and post-treatment results from six WMAs at which FSI 
occurred during 2010-2014.  In addition, we present abundance estimates for seven WMAs 
where FSI did not occur.
Survey transect at Curtis Gates
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METHODS
The Central Hardwoods Joint Venture (CHJV) developed the point-count methodology used 
for this project in 2009 (CHJV 2009, Tirpak et al. 2009).   Selected Kentucky WMAs, which 
were slated for FSI, were surveyed for the project and the same survey transects were sur-
veyed for songbirds before and after forest treatments.  WMA managers provided Geographic 
Information System (GIS) layers for planned FSI and later recorded implementation using 
GIS.  Random grids of potential survey points (250 m apart) were generated for each potential 
treatment area and points that fell within planned treatment units were selected for survey 
transects.  Survey transects consisted of 10-12 points that one observer could walk to in a 
single morning.  
Surveys were conducted between 15 May and 15 June to target breeding songbirds when they 
are most vocal. Most surveys were conducted annually between 2009 and 2016, to collect 2-3 
years of data post-treatment.  Surveys commenced just before local sunrise (i.e., as soon as it 
was light enough to see about 200 m) and ended no later than 10:00 AM.  Most transects were 
surveyed by the same observer each year; however, several different observers conducted 
transects throughout the state.
Surveys focused on 30 priority songbirds in the Central Hardwoods Bird Conservation Re-
gion, including 13 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN, see Table 1), listed in 
Kentucky’s State Wildlife Action Plan (KDFWR 2013).  All detections of focal species were 
recorded, except for fly overs.  If the bird did not land in the plot, it was not recorded.  Observ-
ers recorded the first observation of each bird at each point within the 5-minute survey period. 
Time interval was recorded as the minute (1-5) in which a bird was first detected. The distance 
from the observer (in distance bands) was also recorded at the first detection.  Distance bands 
reflected easily separable thresholds (0-25 m, 25-50 m, 50-100 m & >100 m).  
Point counts were not conducted during moderate-heavy precipitation, dense fog, or strong 
winds, as these conditions impact bird activity and the ability to detect birds.  Counts were 
also conducted only when ambient air temperature was ≥ 50° F and wind speeds were <19 
mph (Beaufort Scale Class ≤ 4).   
Habitat measurements were collected at each point-count location, during the count (by a sec-
ond individual), or by the bird observer later that afternoon or on a separate day, soon after the 
survey.  If a second individual conducted habitat measurements during the point count, they 
were asked to make every effort to avoid distracting the bird observer or doing anything to af-
fect bird behavior.  They did not help count or point out birds.  Habitat measurements (Husch 
et al. 2003) focused on the conditions within 15 m of the point and included the following:
 •  Forest type – An objective choice of the following categories, based on the dominant 
vegetation type:
  •  Upland deciduous: forests with > 75% coverage by tree species that shed their 
foliage.
  • Evergreen: forests with > 75% coverage by tree species that are green all year. 
  •  Mixed deciduous & evergreen: forests where neither deciduous nor evergreen 
trees dominate.
  • Bottomland hardwood: forests on the floodplain of a large river.
  • Riparian: all other stream-side forests.
  •  Shrubland/Old field: sites dominated by a mix of herbaceous and shrubby cover 
including regenerating forest stands.
  • Grassland: natural or exotic with >80% grass cover.  
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 •  Dominant stand size class – An objective choice of the following categories to best de-
scribe the dominant stand size class of trees, evaluating dominance based on basal area 
and canopy cover:  
  •  Seedling – stands dominated by trees between 1 and 2.9 inches diameter at breast 
height (DBH).  
  • Sapling– stands dominated by trees between 3.0 and 4.9 inches DBH.  
  • Poletimber – stands dominated by trees between 5.0 and 10.9 inches DBH.  
  • Sawtimber – stands dominated by trees >11 inches DBH.  
 • Basal area – measured using a 10-factor prism, reported in ft2/ac.  
 • Snag density – measured using a 10-factor prism, reported in ft2/ac.  
WMA managers tracked implementation of forest plans via GIS and provided feedback on 
progress, timing and location of treatments.  Practices varied from thinning and girdling to 
invasive species removal and treatments generally spanned 60-250 acres.  Treatments did not 
occur during the songbird survey season.  Forest management was not accomplished at some 
areas for various reasons and these transects were later dropped from the survey.  Nonetheless, 
we report data for these areas as a basis for comparison (Table 1).
We used the program AbundanceR to calculate species relative abundance and confidence in-
tervals (Mordecai 2012).   This program accounts for detection probability using time-removal 
methods (Alldredge et al. 2007) and computes abundance of birds per survey point.  Data for 
unmanaged areas was pooled for all the years an area was surveyed to produce abundance 
estimates.  For managed area abundance estimates, each survey date was classified as “before” 
or “after” management, based on reports from WMA managers. Data from all years before 
and after treatment were pooled and comparisons were made between these two groups.  We 
removed species with less than 10 detections for this analysis.  Confidence intervals (95% 
and 90%) were used to determine significant differences in abundance before and after treat-
ments.  Differences with P values less than 0.1 are referred to as “probable” and differences 
with P values less than 0.05 are deemed “significant” in the following results.  Unless notable, 
we do not report results for species which did not demonstrate a change in abundance in the 
pre/post-treatment analysis.  There were several species (n>10) for which AbundanceR could 
not produce abundance estimates, due to sample size.  These were left out of the comparison 
analysis.  When possible, annual species-specific abundances were also produced for managed 
sites, but are reported below only when relevant to discussion of post-treatment findings.
WMAs where FSI songbird surveys occurred in 2009-2016
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RESULTS
Results for managed areas are broken down by WMA and presented below.  Abundance esti-
mates for areas which were not managed are also presented in Table 1.
Dr. Norman and Martha Adair WMA
Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest
Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly poletim-
ber (49%), and saplings (33%), with some sawtimber (18%).  
Management Practices:  Oak-hickory restoration. Thinning and girdling of non-desirable 
species (maple and ash).  Mean basal area was reduced by treatments from (75 ft2/ac) to (34 
ft2/ac).
Timing of Treatment: January-March 2013
Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009-2015
Bird Response:  Kentucky Warbler showed a significant increase in abundance after man-
agement (pre-treatment = 0.30 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.68 birds/survey; P = 0.05). 
The data suggested a higher abundance post-treatment for Great Crested Flycatcher, but this 
difference was not significant (pre-treatment = 0.14 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.34 birds/
survey; P = 0.10).  
Great Crested Flycatchers are associated with open woodlands that have more large trees, fewer 
small trees, and lower shrub density (Reidy et al. 2014).  Consequently, their probable increase 
after the management at Adair is not surprising.  Kentucky Warblers prefer a basal area of 20 
ft2/ac – 40 ft2/ac (Wood et al. 2013); thus, reducing the basal area at Adair improved habitat 
conditions for this species.  Interestingly, there was no significant difference in the abundance 
of Wood Thrush (a mature forest bird) before or after treatments, despite the reduction in basal 
area (pre-treatment = 0.90 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.92 birds/survey; P > 0.10).
Clay WMA
Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest, with some areas of mixed evergreen forest 
and shrubland.
Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as sawtimber 
(58%) and poletimber (42%).  
Management Practices:  Open woodland restoration.  Removal of eastern red cedar.  Mean 
basal area was decreased after treatment (67 ft2/ac), in comparison to before (77 ft2/ac).  Snag 
density increased after treatment from 0.35 ft2/ac to 0.73 ft2/ac.
Timing of Treatment: Summer 2011 
Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2010-2015
Bird Response:  Management resulted in a significant increase in Prairie Warbler abundance 
(pre-treatment = 0.05 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.41 birds/survey; P = 0.05).  Great Crest-
ed Flycatchers also exhibited a probable increase due to treatment (pre-treatment = 0.05 birds/
survey; post-treatment = 0.21 birds/survey; P = 0.10).  
Great Crested Flycatchers are associated with open woodlands (Reidy et al. 2014), so their 
probable increase after these restoration efforts is not surprising.  Prairie Warblers are often 
associated with eastern red cedar in Kentucky (Palmer-Ball 1996); however, the cedar at this 
site was quite thick prior to management.  As expected, Prairie Warbler responded positively 
to the thinning of red cedar at this area, probably due to the more open structure.
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Fishtrap Lake WMA
Dominant Forest Type: Riparian forest
Forest Characteristics: A mature stand of sawtimber-sized hardwoods, with a small amount 
of evergreen.  
Management Practices:  Invasive species removal.  Treatment of Japanese knotweed, for-
merly the dominant understory plant.  Mean percent ground cover of grass was 24% pre-
treatment and 45% post-treatment.
Timing of Treatment: Summer 2011
Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2010-2015
Bird Response: Post-management surveys suggested a higher abundance for Acadian Fly-
catcher (pre-treatment = 0.59 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.98 birds/survey; P = 0.10) and 
Pileated Woodpecker (pre-treatment = 0.20 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.48 birds/survey; 
P = 0.10), but these differences were not significant.  On the contrary, a lower abundance 
post-management was found for Cerulean Warbler (pre-treatment = 0.39 birds/survey; post-
treatment = 0.18 birds/survey; P = 0.05). Moreover, a lower post-treatment abundance was 
suggested, but not significant for Northern Parula (pre-treatment = 0.29 birds/survey; post-
treatment = 0.13 birds/survey; P = 0.10) and White-eyed Vireo (pre-treatment = 0.29 birds/
survey; post-treatment = 0.15 birds/survey; P = 0.10).
Although Acadian Flycatchers nest in the mid-story, they are often found in areas where the 
understory is quite sparse (Bakermans and Rodewald 2006).  Japanese knotweed can form 
dense thickets in the understory which could possibly lead to avoidance by Acadian Flycatch-
ers.  Hence, the probable increase seen in this species may have been caused by opening the 
understory.  The probable increase in Pileated Woodpeckers was not expected at this site and 
we do not assume the knotweed removal caused this increase.  We surmise other natural events 
may have led to this (e.g., storm damage or local insect infestations such as the emerald ash 
borer). Even more puzzling, an increase in snag density was not observed by our vegetation 
monitoring.
The treatment of the understory at this site was not expected to affect abundance for Cerulean 
Warbler and their decrease was unanticipated.  This could have been due to natural succession 
in forest openings, which this species requires.  Moreover, surveys in 2013-2014 were run late 
in the survey period (June 14 and 13 respectively); meanwhile the surveys in 2010-2011 were 
run on June 6.  We hypothesize that later in June this species sang less often, and was therefore 
detected less often.  Robbins et al. 2009 suggested that song rates of Cerulean Warblers likely 
decrease rapidly after June 4 in the Missouri Ozarks.  Surveys for this species in our area 
should probably have a narrower survey window, ending earlier in June.  The probable decline 
in White-eyed Vireos was less surprising since they prefer a dense understory (Palmer-Ball 
1996).  We did not anticipate the probable decrease post-treatment for Northern Parula, but 
sample size was small and borderline for analysis for this species.  
Green River Lake WMA- Casey Creek Transect
Dominant Forest Type: Bottomland hardwood forest, with occasional evergreens. 
Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly poletim-
ber (80%) with some sawtimber (20%).  
Management Practices:  Oak-hickory restoration and mid-story removal.  Mean basal area 
was reduced after treatment (108 ft2/ac), in comparison to before (127 ft2/ac).  Snag density 
increased after treatment from 1.3 ft2/ac to 2.0 ft2/ac.
Timing of Treatment: Winter 2010-2011  
Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009-2015
Bird Response: Post-treatment surveys suggested a higher abundance in Northern Parula 
than pre-treatment, but this difference was not significant (pre-treatment = 0.10 birds/survey; 
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post-treatment = 0.26 birds/survey; P = 0.10).  However, abundance for White-eyed Vireo was 
significantly lower post-treatment (pre-treatment = 0.77 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.41 
birds/survey; P = 0.05).
White-eyed Vireos need areas of dense trees and shrubs for nesting and foraging (Palmer-Ball 
1996).  Thus, the mid-story thinning at this site likely caused them to decrease.   The prob-
able increase for Northern Parula post-treatment is somewhat surprising, since it is generally 
regarded as a mature forest species (Palmer-Ball 1996) and other studies have associated this 
species with dense deciduous forests.  Nevertheless, in Louisiana, this species was also found 
to be associated with managed bottomland hardwood forests (Norris et al. 2009).  
Green River Lake WMA- Green River Lake Transect
Dominant Forest Type: Bottomland hardwood forest
Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly poletim-
ber (80%), with some sapling (8%), and sawtimber (12%).  
Management Practices:  Oak-hickory 
restoration. Heavy thinning (mid-story 
removal), invasive species removal, 
oak planting, and alder rejuvenation 
(thinning thick stands of alder). Pre- 
and post-treatment vegetation data 
showed a basal area of 100 ft2/ac.
Timing of Treatment: Winter 2010-
2011  
Years Bird Surveys Were Conduct-
ed: 2009-2015 
Bird Response: More species dem-
onstrated response to management at 
this site than any others.  Post-treat-
ment surveys measured a significantly 
higher abundance in Northern Parula 
(pre-treatment = 0.17 birds/survey; 
post-treatment = 0.33 birds/survey; P 
= 0.05) and Yellow-breasted Chat (pre-
treatment = 0.68 birds/survey; post-
treatment = 1.04 birds/survey; P = 0.05) than pre-treatment surveys.  The data also suggested 
a higher post-treatment abundance for Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (pre-treatment = 0.56 birds/
survey; post-treatment = 0.73 birds/survey; P = 0.10). Conversely, abundance for Acadian 
Flycatcher (pre-treatment = 0.64 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.34 birds/survey; P = 0.05), 
Yellow-throated Vireo (pre-treatment = 0.26 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.14 birds/survey; 
P = 0.05), White-eyed Vireo (pre-treatment = 0.91 birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.75 birds/
survey; P = 0.05) and were significantly lower post-treatment.  
Yellow-breasted Chats responded well to alder rejuvenation, likely benefitting from lower, 
dense, shrubby regrowth.  Blue-gray Gnatcatchers probably benefitted from canopy gaps and 
a more open mid-story created by thinning (Palmer-Ball 1996).  The increase in Northern 
Parula post-treatment was significant at this site and consistent with the other site at this WMA 
(see discussion above).  Acadian Flycatchers usually forage and nest in the mid-story (Bak-
ermans and Rodewald 2006), hence removal of the mid-story no doubt drove their decline. 
White-eyed Vireos declined in the three years after the thinning. However, then a rebound was 
observed in this species when breaking the data down annually (Figure 1), and it appears the 
decline was only temporary.  The decline seen in Yellow-throated Vireo was surprising to us 
since they are often associated with open upland woods in Kentucky (Palmer-Ball 1996). On 
Figure 1.   White-eyed Vireo annual abundance at  
the Green River Lake WMA transect near  
Green River Lake. 
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the other hand, in Louisiana this species also experienced a decline after thinning bottomland 
hardwood forests (Norris et al. 2009), suggesting that habitat management for this species 
depends on forest type.
Curtis Gates Lloyd WMA
Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest
Forest Characteristics: Dominant size classes for this area were recorded as mostly sawtim-
ber (75%), with some poletimber (25%).  
Management Practices: Edge feathering and invasive species (honeysuckle) removal.  Treat-
ments did not reduce basal area, which averaged 91 ft2/ac throughout the course of the study.
Timing of Treatment: Winter 2010-2011  
Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009-2014
Bird Response:  The abundance of Acadian Flycatchers (pre-treatment = 0.30 birds/survey; 
post-treatment = 0.84 birds/survey; P = 0.05) and Northern Parulas (pre-treatment = 0.04 
birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.30 birds/survey; P = 0.05) was significantly higher post-treat-
ment, than pre-treatment.  The data suggested a higher abundance of Eastern Wood-Pewee 
post-treatment, but these findings were not significant (pre-treatment = 0.26 birds/survey; 
post-treatment = 0.62 birds/survey; P = 0.10).
The increase in abundance for Acadian Flycatcher is consistent with Bakermans and Rode-
wald, 2006, which found that Acadian Flycatchers have lower densities and productivity when 
honeysuckle is abundant.  The significant increase for Northern Parula paralleled findings at 
Green River Lake WMA, although notably at Lloyd, basal area of the forest interior was not 
significantly reduced.  Northern Parulas are known to occur at the forest edge and it is likely 
that forest-edge related treatments were responsible for the increase of this species at Lloyd. 
Eastern Wood-Pewees are associated with open woodlands with a greater number of large 
and fewer small trees and lower shrub density (Reidy et al. 2014), so their probable increase 
resulting from the management at Lloyd is not surprising.  
Yellowbank WMA
Dominant Forest Type: Upland deciduous forest.
Forest Characteristics: A mature stand of sawtimber-sized hardwoods.  
Management Practices:  Oak-hickory restora-
tion, including girdling of non-desirable species. 
Mean basal area was similar before and after 
treatments (96.5 ft2/ac).
Timing of Treatment: Winter 2013-2014  
Years Bird Surveys Were Conducted: 2009-
2016
Bird Response:  Post-treatment surveys docu-
mented a significantly higher abundance of 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (pre-treatment = 1.77 
birds/survey; post-treatment = 2.56 birds/survey; 
P = 0.05), Northern Parula (pre-treatment = 0.49 
birds/survey; post-treatment = 0.82 birds/sur-
vey; P = 0.05), and Wood Thrush (pre-treatment 
= 1.20 birds/survey; post-treatment = 1.54 birds/
survey; P = 0.05) than pre-treatment surveys.
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers likely benefitted from 
canopy gaps created by girdling non-desirable 
species (Palmer-Ball 1996).  Northern Parula Girdling of undesirable species  occurred at several WMAs
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again benefitted from management at this site, even though no timber was cut and girdling was 
the primary method used.  Similarly, Moorman and Guynn, 2001 found that group selection 
harvests increased abundance of Northern Parula and that these areas were likely important 
for post-fledging habitat.  
Interestingly, Wood Thrush increased post-treatment at this site, which contradicts a common 
sentiment that this species often does not benefit from forest management.  However, studies 
indicate that this species requires a dense understory of saplings and shrubs (Rosenberg et al. 
2003) and we assume that the treatments which occurred at Yellowbank WMA resulted in a 
better developed shrub/sapling layer in some areas.  Likewise, Crawford et al. (1981) found 
that selective removal of mature trees scattered throughout a stand creates favorable condi-
tions for the species. 
Table 1. Abundance (birds per survey point) of focal species at unmanaged sites.
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Vegetation Type Young  
Forest
Mature 
Forest
Young  
Forest
Mature 
Forest
Young  
Forest
Young  
Forest
Mature 
Forest
Mature 
Forest
Grassland 
Shrubland
Grassland 
Shrubland
Mature 
Forest
Acadian Flycatcher* 0.06 ** 0.07 0.10 0.46 0.38
Bell’s Vireo 1.21 0.52
Black-and White Warbler ** ** **   0.07 0.04
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 0.31 ** 0.31 0.62 0.20 ** 0.14 ** 0.34
Blue-winged Warbler ** ** 0.11 ** 0.09 0.28
Brown Thrasher 0.38 0.06 0.38 0.11 ** ** 0.03 0.37 ** 0.06
Carolina Chickadee ** 0.10 ** 0.05 ** ** ** 0.07 **
Cerulean Warbler ** **
Eastern Wood-Pewee ** 0.14 ** 0.23 0.59 ** 0.53 0.07 0.06
Field Sparrow 0.63 0.23 0.63 0.27 0.79 1.23 ** 0.14 1.76 1.66 0.37
Great Crested Flycatcher ** 0.33 ** 0.14 ** ** **
Hooded Warbler ** 0.23 1.01
Kentucky Warbler* ** 0.34 ** ** ** 0.24 0.17
Louisiana Waterthrush **
Northern Bobwhite 0.20 0.20 ** 1.21 0.62 **
Northern Parula 0.17 0.10 0.17 0.07 ** ** 0.52 0.58
Orchard Oriole ** ** 0.01
Pileated Woodpecker 0.11 ** 0.11 ** ** ** 0.09 ** 0.11
Prairie Warbler* 1.06 0.46 1.06 0.62 0.53 0.54 0.17 0.19 ** 0.43
Prothonotary Warbler 0.09 0.05
Red-headed Woodpecker 0.09 **
White-eyed Vireo 0.31 ** 0.31 0.11 ** ** ** 0.38 0.38 0.42 0.46
Wood Thrush* 0.08 0.22 0.08 0.07 0.20 ** ** **
Worm-eating Warbler ** ** 0.26 0.24 0.01
Yellow-breasted Chat 0.50 0.29 0.50 0.14 2.86 0.18 0.70 1.11 0.62 **
Yellow-throated Vireo ** ** ** 0.24 ** **
Focal Species Detected 17 17 19 18 15 12 9 19 10 10 21
Year Data Collected 2009-
2013
2009-
2013
2009-
2014
2010-
2014
2009 2009 2009 2010-
2013
2009  2009 2009
* Species of Great Conservation Need
**  Species was detected at the transect, but sample size was not sufficient for an 
abundance estimate. 
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DISCUSSION
Although forest treatments for this project were generally conservative and basal area was 
often not drastically reduced, at least a few changes in focal species abundance were observed 
at each managed area.  Increases and decreases in some of the focal species were expected. 
For instance, a relatively aggressive reduction in basal area at Adair WMA resulted in an 
anticipated significant increase in Kentucky Warbler.  Similarly, thinning and restoration of 
open woodland conditions at Clay WMA resulted in a significant increase in Prairie Warbler. 
Conversely, some unanticipated changes in abundance were observed for the mature forest 
species, Northern Parula, which increased in abundance at most areas with FSI.  In addition, 
the positive response of Acadian Flycatcher at Lloyd WMA and Fishtrap Lake WMA, in both 
cases after the removal of invasive species, was not only consistent with other studies but con-
firms that this management tactic should be a priority for this SGCN in Kentucky.  
Habitat change inevitably results in tradeoffs in songbird species composition, with a decrease 
in species that preferred pre-treatment habitat conditions.  Forest treatments in our case were 
implemented in hopes to restore historical forest conditions (oak and hickory dominant for-
ests) and benefit SGCN.  Several treatments resulted in a decrease in White-eyed Vireos.  This 
was not surprising as many treatments involved reducing the mid-story and understory, which 
is crucial for this species.  Although this species is not a SGCN, at first glance, this may seem 
concerning.  However, this species has been found to have a positive trend of 2.33% (95% CI 
0.05, 4.20), with high credibility in 2003-2013 Kentucky Breeding Bird Survey data (Sauer et 
al. 2014).  Recognizing that we cannot benefit all species with a single practice, in general, for-
est treatments resulted in significant increases in SGCN including Kentucky Warbler, Prairie 
Warbler, Wood Thrush and Acadian Flycatcher (increased at two sites, declined at one site). 
Declines in SGCN included Acadian Flycatcher at one of the Green River Lake WMA sites 
and Cerulean Warbler at Fishtrap WMA.  Again, the decline of Cerulean Warbler at Fishtrap 
WMA was likely not attributable to the understory treatment.  Thus, more often, forest treat-
ments benefitted SGCN.
On the other hand, several forest-dependent SGCN were not detected with sufficient sample 
size to evaluate the effects of treatments or did not respond to forest treatment when detected 
(Black-throated Green Warbler, Black-and-White Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush and Worm-
eating Warbler).  While these are mature forest birds that survey areas may not have contained 
suitable habitat for and may benefit most from no management, more study is needed to deter-
mine if they may respond positively to habitat manipulations of some sort. 
  
Due to differences in observers and survey effort, we were apprehensive about looking for 
differences in abundance between managed and unmanaged sites (Table 1).  Although we 
discuss some comparisons below, we recommend caution in their interpretation.  Kentucky 
Warblers were significantly more abundant post-treatment at Adair WMA than at any of the 
unmanaged sites.  Wood Thrushes were also significantly more abundant at Yellowbank WMA 
post-treatment than at any of the unmanaged sites. Acadian Flycatcher abundance was high-
est at Yellowbank WMA, though not significantly more so than post-treatment Lloyd WMA 
or Fishtrap Lake WMA, where we recorded response to management for this species. On the 
contrary, Prairie Warbler abundance was highest at an unmanaged site.  Their abundance at the 
Rich WMA (young forest), was 1.12 birds per survey (95% CI 1.04, 1.34), and significantly 
higher than Clay WMA, where they had significantly increased post-treatment.  
There are several methods for obtaining abundance estimates from bird point-count data and 
our analysis used time-removal methods to account for detectability of species.  However, we 
also collected distance band data for each detection.  Further analysis using distance-sampling 
methods or combining distance sampling and time-removal methods may fine tune results 
(Farnsworth et al. 2005).
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The survey period for this project was rather short, in terms of forest change and most areas 
were surveyed 3-4 years after treatments.  It may be worthwhile to repeat surveys, for a 2-3 
year sampling period, 10-15 years post-treatment to evaluate long term effects on bird com-
munities and vegetation composition.  This project also encompassed a relatively small por-
tion of FSI practices and as the opportunity arises to evaluate additional practices or replicate 
the previously mentioned practices in other areas of the state, additional bird monitoring will 
lead to a better understanding of the effects of FSI on SGCN.
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Yellow-breasted Chat – Lincoln 16 May 2017 
Jackie B. Elmore
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BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK 
– Reported from two locations. 1 at 
Ledbetter, Livingston, 16 May (ph. DrT). 
Up to 16 in West Paducah, McCracken, 
late April (ph. PC).  In 2016, up to 9 spent 
much of the summer at the McCracken 
location, but in 2017, none were observed 
after May. KBRC review required.
Snow Goose – 4 at McNeely Lake Park, 
Jeffer son, 9 April (MlG) were the last 
reported.  
Ross’s Goose – All reports listed. 1 at 
Spindletop 1 March (DSv). 1 at Schwenke 
Farm, Boone, 14 March (†LM). 3 along 
Frazer Road, Wayne, 18 March (RB). 2 at 
Frogue Pond 19-20 March (ph. ShA). 1 at 
Anchor age Trail 8 April (PB, BBC). 1 at 
Freeman Lake, Hardin, 22-27 April (JnS, 
RbC) and 28 May (†SnC). 
Greater White-fronted Goose – 1 late, 
possibly injured bird was with a flock of 
Canada Geese along the levee in Fulton 
30 May (BPB).  
Mute Swan – Possibly continuing birds in 
Fayette and at Reformatory Lake (m.ob.). 
1 along Alexandria Pike, Campbell, 
11 March (RC). 2 at Adkins Swamp, 
Muhlenberg, 26 April / 19 May (TG). 
Blue-winged Teal – 32 at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, 3 March (HC, ME) seemed to 
be the first wave of the year, with reports 
of 1-2 birds at various locations 2-5 March 
(m.ob.). 250 at Sauer heber 31 March 
(CBz) was the highest number reported. 
Northern Shoveler – 1 at Louisville 
Trackside 7 May (CBs, PB, m.ob.) and 
a pair at the Willow Lake area of the 
Anchorage Trail 26 May (ph. PS) were the 
last reported. 360 at Sauerheber 8 March 
(DL, JSo) was the highest number 
reported. 
Gadwall – A pair at Spindletop 14 May 
(DSv, LsC) were the last reported. 400 
at Sauerheber 17 March (KM) was the 
highest number reported.
American Wigeon – 2 at Melco 14 April 
(BPB, TQ, TS) were the last reported. 75 
at Blood River, Calloway, 26-28 March 
(HC) was the highest number reported. 
American Black Duck – Few reports; all 
listed. 1-2 at Sauer heber 3-17 March 
SPRING 2017 SEASON
Ben Yandell 
 National Weather Service monthly average temperatures for March-May were near or 
slightly warmer than historical averages throughout the period. In April, all stations averaged 
5 to 8 degrees Fahrenheit (3 to 4 degrees Celsius) warmer than average. April precipitation 
totals were somewhat higher than average for Paducah and Jackson, but otherwise near 
historical averages. 
 Rarity highlights during the season included Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, White-
winged Dove, King Rail, Purple Gallinule, Anhinga, White-faced Ibis, Say’s Phoebe, Black-
capped Chickadee, and Painted Bunting. 
 Publication of any unusual sightings in eBird or in this seasonal report does not imply 
that these re ports have been accepted for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. 
Reports of rare and out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and photographic 
documentation for review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions 
regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in 
The Kentucky Warbler. 
 Details of many of the following reports are available in eBird, which continues to 
grow in usage by birders in Kentucky. March-May eBird reports totaled 260 species, 633 
reporting observers, 7532 reports, 127000 lines of data, more than 2000 attached photographs 
or audio files, and 98000 individual birds reported (not counting entries with an “x” instead 
of a number, and eliminating duplicate counts by groups).
 What follows are highlights from March-May 2017. Review List species are shown 
in ALL CAPS. Species order is based on the Fifty-eighth Supple ment to the American 
Ornithological Society’s Check-list of North American Birds, 5 July 2017.
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(CC, KM). 2 at Miller Pond, Russell, 17 
March (RD). 2 at Aurora Ferry, Boone, 21 
March (LM). 1-2 at Jacob son Park 26-30 
March (CtM, ThM, DL, CBz). 1 late bird 
at Melco 26-28 May (ph. BPB).  
Northern Pintail – 11-12 reported 2-24 
March at Sauerheber (CC, m.ob). Other-
wise, only 1-2 reported from a hand ful of 
locations; all in March.
Green-winged Teal – Last reported at 
Sauerheber 24 April (CC). 600 there 3 
March (KM) was the highest number 
reported.  
Canvasback – All reports listed. 8 at Cave 
Run Lake, Rowan, 6 March (McL). 1 in 
Taylor 10 March (RD). 1 at Lake Fontaine, 
Fayette, 12 March (DaS). Up to 5 at 
Lexington Reservoir #2&3 13-24 March 
(m.ob.). 1 at Lake Barkley 28 April (RD). 
Redhead – 2 at Elizabethtown Nature Park, 
Hardin, 6 May (SnC, EaC) were the last 
reported. 21 at Frogue Pond 4 March (ph. 
ShA) was the highest number reported.  
Ring-necked Duck – 1 at Minor Clark 15 
May (CdA) was the last reported. The 
highest reported numbers include 73 
at LBL, Trigg, 18 March (JP), 65 at the 
Louis ville Water Tower 17 March (TrL), 
60 at Lexington Reservoir #2&3 15 March 
(DSv), and 52 swimming mostly in pairs, 
crowded together on a tiny pond near the 
steam plant at the Sinclair Unit 31 March 
(ph. BY). 
Greater Scaup – 8 at LBL, Trigg, 7 April 
(HC) was the highest number reported.  
Lesser Scaup – 120 at Cave Run Lake, 
Rowan, 6 March (McL) was the high est 
number reported.  
Black Scoter – 2 females and 1 male were 
at Lexington Reservoir #2&3 2-23 March 
(ROC, DSv, ph. CBz, ph. m.ob.). 
Bufflehead – 1 at KY Dam 28 April (BdC) 
was the last reported. 33 at Sledd Creek, 
Marshall, 22 March (HC, ME, JP) was the 
highest number reported.  
Common Goldeneye – Reported mostly as 
1-2 birds from the vicinity of KY Dam 
through April.  45 there 5 March (McL) 
was the highest number reported.  
Hooded Merganser – 30+ at LBL, Trigg, 29 
April (RD, JP, TG, SG) was the highest 
number reported.  
Common Merganser – 4 reports; all listed. 
1 male at Indian Creek, Menifee, 12 March 
(BLm). 1 male on the Rockcastle River, 
Jackson, 19 March (DPi). An unspecified 
number on the Levisa Fork of the Big 
Sandy River at Fishtrap Lake SP, Pike, 
23 March (SMa). None reported in April. 
8 very late females reported at Breaks 
Interstate, Pike, 27 May (MtA, EnC). 
Red-breasted Merganser – 45 at Green 
River Lake Dam, Taylor, 10 March (RD) 
was the highest number reported.  None 
reported after April.
Ruddy Duck – 80 at Lake Peewee, Hopkins, 
2 April (TG) and 40-60+ at Lexington 
Reservoir #2&3 2-30 March (m.ob.) were 
the highest numbers reported. 
Ruffed Grouse – Only 2 reports. 1 at Bad 
Branch 12 April (DL, JSo). 1 at Pine 
Mountain, Bell, 23 May (KlK).  
Pied-billed Grebe – 1 at Old Pump–house 
Road, Pulaski, 11 May (RD) was the last 
reported. 31 at Lake Lin ville, Rockcastle, 
18 March (RD) was the highest number 
reported.  
Horned Grebe – 2 at KY Dam 28 April (TB) 
were the last reported. 25 at Lexington 
Reservoir #2&3 10/19 March (LsC, m.ob.) 
and 24 at Green River Lake, Taylor, 10 
March (RD) were the highest numbers 
reported.  
Eurasian Collared-Dove – Reported from 
41 counties (eBird data). 
WHITE-WINGED DOVE – 1 briefly 
visited a feeder in nw. Scott 30 May (ph. 
MaS). KBRC review required.  
Yellow-billed Cuckoo – 1 in Barren 25 April 
(SnM, LCr) was the earliest reported. 
Black-billed Cuckoo – 1 at Pennyrile State 
Forest, Christian, 20 April (TG, SG) was 
the earliest reported. 
Common Nighthawk – Earliest reports 26 
April (m.ob.). 28 in Fayette 15 May (SRn) 
was the highest number reported.  
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Chuck-Will’s-Widow – 1 heard at Hancock 
Bio logical Station, Callo way, 2 April 
(MeT) was extremely early. 
Eastern Whip-poor-will – Earliest reports 
were 8 April (m.ob.). High counts include 
15 calling along Craven’s Bay Road in 
LBL 11 Apr (BY) and 14 at Stanton, 
Powell, 20 May (JsC).  
Chimney Swift – Earliest reported was at 
KY Dam Village 29 March (BPB, MM). 
The next earliest reports were 7 April 
(m.ob). An estimated 100 in down town 
Benton, Marshall, 5 May (JP) was the 
highest number reported.  
Ruby-throated Hummingbird – 1 at 
Glasgow 4 April (LCr) was the earliest 
reported. 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD – The 
continuing bird in Cumberland was last 
reported 11 April. KBRC review not 
required for this individual, because the 
bird was banded.
KING RAIL – 1 seen at Long Point 16 May 
(vr., †TmJ). Possibly the same individual 
heard 26 May (DP, HC, JP). KBRC review 
required.  
Virginia Rail – All reports listed. 2 at the 
Sin clair Unit 29 March (BPB, MM). 1 on 
5 April and 2 on 14 April at the Muhlen-
berg County Rail Trail, Muhlenberg (TG). 
2 at Long Point 24 April (RPs). 
Sora – 32 reports. 2 at Muhlenberg County 
Rail Trail, Muhlenberg, 5 April (TG) 
and 1 at Sauerheber 5 April (KM) were 
the first reported since mid-February. 1 
at Blackford Pond / Man O War Blvd., 
Fayette, 4/7 May (DSv, LsC) was the last 
reported. 
PURPLE GALLINULE – 1 at the Audubon 
Wet lands 4-10 May (†RLe, ph. m.ob.). 
KBRC review required.
Sandhill Crane – 3 in Wayne 27 May (ph. 
RB) and 1 in Hart, 29 May (LCr, SnM) 
were the last reported. 42 w. of Columbia, 
Adair, 4 March (DCo) and 38 headed 
north over e. Jefferson, 5 March (MY) 
were the highest num bers reported.  
Black-necked Stilt – 2 at Sauerheber 2 April 
1 (TG, ph. SG) were the earliest reported. 
36 at Midway Road 29 May (TG, SG) was 
the highest number reported. 
American Avocet – The only report was 1 
along Hwy. 94 at Midway Road 27 May 
(†RPs).  
Black-bellied Plover – All reports listed. 3 
near Long Point 7 April (BPB, BWu). 1 
at Midway Road 26 May (HC, JP). 3-7 at 
McElroy Lake, Warren, 28-29 May (TD, 
DSv).
American Golden-Plover – 14 reports. 
100-150 in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 
29 March (BPB, MM) were the earliest 
and the highest count reported. 1 at the 
shorebird unit of the Sloughs 21 April 
(KM) was the last reported. 
Semipalmated Plover – Earliest reports were 
15 April (m.ob.). 100 in w. Henderson, 
19 May 1 (CC) was the highest number 
reported.  
Stilt Sandpiper – About 20 reports. 1 at 
Petros Pond, Warren, 5 March (†TD) was 
very early. Next earliest reported was 1 at 
Long Point 8 April (BPB, BWu, HC, JSo). 
1 at Murl Pond 22 May (ph. RB) was the 
last reported.
Sanderling – 2 reports. 1 at KY Dam beach 
30 April – 3 May (LM, ph., †BY, ph. MY, 
ph. RD, m.ob.). 5 at Minor Clark 21-24 
May (DSv, ph. LsC, ph. JSo, CBz). 
Dunlin – 2 at Sauerheber 2 March (ph. CC) 
were the earliest reported. 2 at Horse shoe 
Road, w. Henderson, 29 May (ph. CC) 
were the last reported. 117 at Sauerheber 
18 April (BPB) was the highest number 
reported. 
Least Sandpiper – 82 at Frogue Pond 13 
May (ATro) and 75 at Melco 14-15 May 
(MA) were the highest numbers reported. 
White-rumped Sandpiper – 4 at Murl Pond 
1 May (†ph. RD) were the earliest reported. 
33 at Midway Road 30 May (HC, JP) was 
the highest number reported.  
Pectoral Sandpiper – 500 at Long Point 7 
April (BPB, BWu) was the highest number 
reported.  
Semipalmated Sandpiper – 20 at Sauerheber 
25 April (MeT) were the earliest reported. 
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300 at Melco 18 May (BPB) was the 
highest number reported.  
Short-billed Dowitcher – 4 reports. 1 at 
Schuler Lane Field, Oldham, 5 May 
(BD). 70 at Melco 13 May (ph. JBa). 18 
in Pulaski 10 May (ph. RD). 1 near Hwy. 
268, Henderson, 19 May (KM).  
Long-billed Dowitcher – 1 at Sauer heber 16 
March (ph. CC) was the earliest reported. 
1 at Melco 4 May (†BPB) was the last 
reported. Counts of 97-102 at Long Point 
19 April (BPB, HC, JP) were the highest 
reported.  
American Woodcock – 13 at Rockcastle 
River WMA, Pulaski, 8 March (RD) was 
the highest number reported.  
Wilson’s Snipe – 3 at Melco 4 May (BPB) 
were the last reported. 200 at Sauerheber 
20 March (KM) was the highest number 
reported.  
Spotted Sandpiper – 1 at Pfeiffer Fish 
Hatchery, Franklin, 5 March (ph. JSo) 
was the earliest reported.  
Solitary Sandpiper – 1 at Benton, Marshall, 
22 March (HC, ME, ph. JP) was the earliest 
reported. 1 in Pulaski 20 May (RD) was 
the last reported. 16 in the Upper Hickman 
Bottoms 19 April (HC, JP) was the highest 
number reported.  
Lesser Yellowlegs – An estimated 1000 
at Sauerheber 15 April (m.ob.) was the 
highest number reported from an indi-
vidual location. State-record high counts 
of yellow legs were reported from Fulton, 
primarily Long Point and the Upper 
Hickman Bottoms, with 1300+ on 7 April 
and 1400+ on 8 April (BPB, BWu).
Willet – All reports listed. 7 near down town 
Louisville 27 April (ph. EyC). 80 at the 
beach at KY Dam Village 27-30 April (ph. 
CBz, ph. m.ob.). 38 at Jacobson Park 28 
April (ph. vr. TrN). 12 at Melco 29 April 
(ph. BPB).  1 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 
28 May (†TD).
Greater Yellowlegs – 3 at Jacobson Park 21 
May (CtM) were the last reported. 65+ at 
Long Point 8 April (BPB, BWu, JSo) was 
the highest number reported.  
Wilson’s Phalarope – All reports listed. 1 at 
Sauer heber 7 April (ph. JSo). 1 at Locust 
Grove Road, Christian, 12 April (ph. 
ShA). 2 at Sauerheber 15 April (m.ob.). 
1 at Murl Pond 1-2 May (ph. RB). 1 at 
Newstead Road, Christian, 7-8 May (ph. 
SBe, MeT).
Red-necked Phalarope – 2 females at 
Midway Road 26 May (ph. HC, JP) and 
1 female at Murl Pond 28 May (ph. RB) 
were the only reports.  
Bonaparte’s Gull – 1 at KY Dam Village 28 
April (JW) was the last reported. 455 at 
Long Point 9 March (HC, ME, JP) was the 
highest number reported.  
Laughing Gull – 1 adult at KY Dam Marina 
17-30 April (ph. BPB, TG, SG, m.ob.) was 
the only one reported. 
Franklin’s Gull – 2 at KY Dam Marina 28-
30 April (ph. †TB, CBe, RD, JP, KOS) and 
1 at Jacobson Park 26 May (ph. DSv, LsC, 
ph. ThM, CtM) were the only reports.
Herring Gull – 3-5 near KY Dam through 
30 April (m.ob.). None reported in May.  
Lesser Black-backed Gull – 8 reports; all 
listed here. 1 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 
3 March / 7 April (HC, ME). 1-2 at Sledd 
Creek Boat Ramp, Marshall, 5-22 March 
(McL, m.ob.). 1 below KY Dam 11 March 
(RCa). 3 at Kuttawa and Lake Barkley 
area 29 March (BPB, MM, ph. BY, MY). 
1 at LBL, Devil’s Elbow Area, Trigg, 7 
April (HC). 1 near Cadiz, Trigg, 7 April 
(HC). 1 at LBL, Nickell Branch, Lyon, 
12 April (HC, ME, JP). 1-2 at KY Dam 
Marina 23-28 April (HC, m.ob.). 
Least Tern – 13 reports. 118 at Kentucky 
Bend 18 May (ph. DL, JSo) was the earli-
est date and the highest number reported. 
Caspian Tern – 2 at Kuttawa (BPB, MM) 
29 March and 2 at Freeman Lake 2 April 1 
(JnS, JrS) were the earliest reported. 40+ 
at KY Dam Marina 18-23 April (BPB, 
TG, SG, HC) was the highest number 
reported. 
Black Tern – All reports listed. 1 at the Wood 
Tract, Henderson, 30 April (ph. CC). 5 at 
Kentucky Bend 18 May (JSo).  1 at Minor 
Clark 25 May (CBz). 1-2 at Hwy 94 at 
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Midway Road 26-27 May (HC, JP, RPs, 
DSv, LsC). 2 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 
28 May (TD). 
Common Tern – Only 2 reports. 2 at Barkley 
Dam 28 April (BdC). 8-10 on Ohio River 
above Meldahl Dam, Bracken, 13 May 
(SCg, CCg). 
Forster’s Tern – 30-40 at KY Dam Marina 
29 April (KOS) was the highest number 
reported.  
Common Loon – A remarkable 47 at 
Waitsboro Rec. Area, Lake Cumber land, 
Pulaski, 6 April (RD) was the highest 
number reported. 
ANHINGA – 1 adult male was reported 
from Island 8 Boat Ramp, Fulton, 31 May 
1 (†DP). KBRC review required. 
American Bittern – All reports listed. 
Singles at Sauerheber 26 March / 20 April 
(KM). An incredible 4 at Green River 
WMA, Adair, 15 April (ph. RD), with 
at least 1 there 6 May (RB). 1 at Sandy 
Lee Watkins County Park, Henderson, 20 
April (ph. CC). 
Least Bittern – 1 heard at Muck Lake, 
Sinclair Unit, 19 May (TG, SG) was the 
only report.  
Great Egret – High counts ranged from 197 
to 268 at Midway Road 27-30 May (BPB, 
TG, SG, RPs).
Snowy Egret – Only 11 reports, all in Fulton 
or Trigg. 1 at Cadiz, Trigg, 9 April (JSo) 
was the earliest reported.  
Little Blue Heron – 34 along the levee in 
Fulton 29 May (TG) was the highest 
number reported.  
Cattle Egret – 1 at Schochoh, Logan, 2 April 
(ph. ST) and 1 at Kuttawa 8 April (BPB, 
BWu) were the earliest reported. 40 seen 
from KY Lake Scenic Drive, LBL, Lyon, 
29 April (DL) was the highest number 
reported. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron – 75, with 
50+ active nests, at Shippingport Island, 
Jeffer son, 24 April (BPB) was the highest 
num ber reported. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron – 2 likely 
returning nesters in Louisville 26 March 
(CB, ph. PB) were the earliest reported. 
8, with three active nests, at the Sloughs 
High land Creek Unit, Union, 9 April (CC) 
was the highest number reported. 
WHITE-FACED IBIS – 1 at Midway Road 
29 May 1 (TG, ph. SG). KBRC review 
required.  
Black Vulture – 85 at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, 
Franklin, 23 March (CBz) was the highest 
number reported.  
Turkey Vulture – 75 at Jenny Wiley SRP, 
Floyd, 1 April (WH) was the highest 
number reported. 
Osprey – 7 in e. Calloway 6 May (HC) was 
the highest number reported from a single 
area. An impressive total of “probably 
more than 40 Ospreys (most around the 
lakes & dams)” was reported from a 29 
March Big Day (BPB, MM). 
Mississippi Kite – 30 reports, almost all 
in May, from the following counties: 
Fulton, Jefferson, Mar shall, Mc Cracken, 
Ohio, Pulaski, and Wayne. 26+ along the 
Mississippi River levee in Fulton 30 May 
was the highest number reported (BPB, 
TG, SG).
American Bittern – Adair, 15 April 2017  
Roseanna Denton
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Bald Eagle – 15+ in the Upper Hickman 
Bottoms 7-8 April (BPB, BWu) was the 
highest number reported from a single 
area. A total of 30-35, most in Fulton, 
were reported from a 29 March Big Day 
(BPB, MM).
Northern Harrier – 5 at the Sinclair Unit 7 
March (TG, SG) was the high est number 
reported.  
Broad-winged Hawk – 1 at DBNF, 
McCreary, 24 March (ph. RD) was the 
earliest reported. 10 at Bern heim Forest 
3 May (BPB, MM, JmA, PS) was the 
highest number reported.  
Golden Eagle – 1 at Bernheim Forest, 
Nelson, 5 March (†JnS, JrS) was the only 
report.  
Barn Owl – Reported from 6 locations in the 
following counties: Christian, Franklin, 
Graves, Hart, Muhlenberg, Wayne. 
Short-eared Owl – Only 2 reports. 2 in 
Gray son 15 March (BA). 4 on the Cren-
shaw Tract, Sloughs WMA, Henderson, 
21 March (CPl).
Northern Saw-whet Owl – 1 banded 24 
Oct 2016 at Surrey Hills Farm (MM) was 
found 29 March near Niagara Falls, near 
Grand Island, Erie Co., NY. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker – 1 at Mahr Park, 
Hopkins, 7 May (HtS, DoS) was the last 
reported. 15 at the Audubon Wetlands 
1 April (CrN) was the highest number 
reported.  
Merlin – All reports listed. 1 n. of Glasgow 
4 March (LCr, SnM). 1 s. of Glasgow 13 
March (LCr, SnM). 1-2 at the Sinclair 
Unit 7/26 March 1 (TG, SG). 1 at Free-
man Lake 8 March (RHe). 1 near Open 
Pond, Lower Hickman Bottoms, 29 
March (BPB, MM). 1 at KY Dam Village 
30 April (KtA, m.ob.). 1 at Jacobson Park 
6 May (ROC).
Peregrine Falcon – “The first con firmed 
natural cliff Peregrine Falcon nest in 
Kentucky” had adults feeding 2 nest lings 
at Kentucky River, Garrard, 29 April (ph., 
†TN).
Olive-sided Flycatcher – About a dozen 
reports. 1 at Mammoth Cave 4 May (ErK) 
was the earliest reported. Singles in Casey 
23 May (vr. RD) and Schochoh, Logan, 24 
May (ST, DT) were the last reported.  
Eastern Wood-Pewee – 1 at Clarks River 
NWR, Marshall, 20 April (GlL) was 
the earliest reported. 13 at Little Lick, 
Pulaski, 13 May (RD) was the highest 
number reported.  
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher – All reports 
listed. 1 w. of New Liberty, Owen, 11 
May (†TmT). 1 w. of George town, Scott, 
15 May (DL). 1 at Iroquois Park 16 May 
(†JmA). 1 at Surrey Hills Farm 20-21 
May (†BPB). 1 in ne. Lexing ton 30 May 
(vr. †MTw, DSv). 
Acadian Flycatcher –  1 at Long Point 
24 April (RPs), 1 at Crappie Hollow, 
Calloway, 25 April (MeT), and 1 at 
Mammoth Cave 25 April (MlK, m.ob.) 
were the earliest reported. 
Alder Flycatcher – 3 reports. 1 at the 
Audubon Wet lands 12 May (vr. JP). 1 
w. of Elkton, Todd, 13 May (†ATy). 3 at 
Surrey Hills Farm 20 May (†BPB). 1 at 
the University of KY Arboretum, Fayette, 
23-25 May (†ThM, vr. CBz, DSv, ph. 
LsC, ROC, JSo). 
Willow Flycatcher – 1 at Mahr Park, 
Hopkins, 5 May (BvC) was the earliest 
reported.  
Least Flycatcher – 1 at Anchorage Trail 26 
April (PB, JB) and 1 at Bernheim Forest 
27 April (EH) were the earliest reported. 
SAY’S PHOEBE – The bird in Nelson first 
observed 21 January was last reported 25 
March (DxM). KBRC review required.
White-faced Ibis – Fulton, 29 May 2017  
Steve Graham
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Great Crested Flycatcher – 1 at 
Campbellsville, Taylor, 15 April (MLu) 
was the earliest reported. 21 at the Sloughs 
10 May (JM) was the highest number 
reported.  
Eastern Kingbird – 1 near Mammoth Cave, 
Hart, 5 April (SK), and 1 at Mammoth 
Cave, Edmonson, 7 April (SK) were the 
earliest reported. 18 at Surrey Hills Farm 
6 May (BPB) was the highest number 
reported. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher – 2 reports. 1 at 
Sutton East, Fulton, 21 May (†WlB). 1 in 
Frankfort, Franklin, 28-May (†DnW).
Loggerhead Shrike – Fewer than 20 reports. 
8 (includ ing young) were reported at Murl 
Pond 25 May (RB). 
White-eyed Vireo –  Earliest reports were 
7-8 April (m.ob.). 20 at Pennyrile State 
Forest, Christian, 20 April (TG) was the 
highest number reported. 
Bell’s Vireo – 15 reports, almost all after 
April in Henderson. 1 heard and then seen 
s. of Mayfield, Graves, 19 April (GlL) was 
the earliest reported. 1 at Kentucky Bend 
29-30 May (TG, SG, vr. BPB) was likely 
the first record for the county. 
Yellow-throated Vireo – Extremely early 
report of 1 at Audubon SP, Henderson, 
15 March (†PyL). KBRC to review. The 
next earliest reports were of 2 at that same 
location 7 April (PyL) and an unspecified 
number at LBL, Lyon 9 April (JmH).
Blue-headed Vireo – Earliest were 24 
March when 13 birds were reported from 
7 counties (m.ob.). 14 at Bad Branch and 
12 at Little Shepherd Trail, both Letcher, 
12 April (ph. DL, JSo) were the highest 
numbers reported.  
Philadelphia Vireo – 1 along Craven’s Bay 
Road in LBL, Lyon, 29 Apr (BY, MY) and 
1 at Mammoth Cave 30 April (JR) were 
the earliest reported. 
Warbling Vireo – 1 in Hickman and 1 at 
Little Bear Creek, Marshall, both 8 April 
(BWu, BPB) were the earliest reported. 
Red-eyed Vireo – 1 heard in Muhlen berg 5 
April (LCr) was the earliest reported. 65 
at Little Lick Rec. Area DBNF, Pulaski, 
13 May (RD) was the highest number 
reported. 
Common Raven – 10 reports, including the 
first sightings for Boyd and Greenup, a 
flyover pair at the Eastpark Industrial Park 
on the county line 12 May (BPB). 
Purple Martin – 1 at Elkfork Bend, Todd, 
5 March (DbH) was the earliest reported. 
68 at Bern heim Forest, Hardin, 19 May 
(CSR) was the highest number reported.  
Tree Swallow – An estimated 2000 at Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 13 March (RB) and 
500 at the Sinclair Unit 7 March (TG, SG) 
were the highest numbers reported. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow – 1 at 
KY Dam Marina 19 March (HC) was the 
earliest reported.  
Bank Swallow – 2 at Aurora Ferry Road, 
Boone, 12 April (LM) were the earliest 
reported.  
Cliff Swallow – “A few” at Barkley and 
Kentucky Dams, 29 March (BPB, MM) 
were the earliest reported. 
Barn Swallow – Singles at Murl Pond 10 
March (†RB) and s. of Trenton, Todd, 
14 March (ph. ShA) were the earliest 
reported
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE – 
Presumed con tin uing bird at Yates ville 
Lake WMA, Lawrence, 2 March (ph. 
BPB). KBRC review required.
Red-breasted Nuthatch – Continued to be 
widely reported, with over 100 reports 
Sedge Wren – Jefferson, 13 April 2017  
David Lusk
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from 27 counties. Most reports were of 
only 1-2 birds. 8 near KY Dam Village 
5 March (McL) was the high est number 
reported.  
Brown-headed Nuthatch – 2 continued 
near KY Dam Village through the period 
(m.ob.). KBRC review not required at this 
location.
Brown Creeper – 1 at Capital View Park, 
Franklin, 30 April (TrW) was the last 
reported. 
Winter Wren – 1 at the Lexington Cemetery 
20 April (CBz) was the last reported. 4 at 
Cypress Creek, Mar shall, 22 March (HC, 
ME, JP) was the highest number reported. 
Sedge Wren – All reports listed. 1 at Miles 
Park, Jefferson, 13-16 April (TrL, DvL, 
PB, JB). 1 at Bernheim Forest 29 April 
(BPB). 2 at Sauerheber 2 May (JSl). 1 
at Doe Run Lake Park, Kenton, 6 May 
(RC).  
Marsh Wren – 17 reports. 1 at Sauer heber 
20/26 March (KM) was the first reported 
since January. 1 at Sauer heber 8 May (DL, 
JSo, TG, CBz) was the last reported.   
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher – Earliest reports 
were 24 March: 2 at Murray, Callo-
way (ME), 1 at Audubon SP, Hender son 
(DvA), and 2 at Sauer heber (DvA).  
Golden-crowned Kinglet – 1 at Clarks 
River NWR, Marshall, 13 May (†JP) was 
likely a record late date.  
Veery – 1 at the Audubon Wetlands 22 April 
(JM, m.ob.) was the earliest reported.  
Gray-cheeked Thrush – 1 at LBL, Trigg, 
22 April (DvR) was the earliest reported. 
1-2 at Iroquois Park 16 May (JmA, DMc) 
were the last reported. 
Swainson’s Thrush – 3 at the Lexington 
Cemetery 20-21 April (CBz, m.ob.) were 
the earliest reported. 30+ at the Lexington 
Cemetery 11 May (JSo, ROC) was the 
highest number reported.  
Hermit Thrush – 1 at Nada Tunnel, Powell, 
3 May (DSu) and 2 at the Audubon 
Wetlands 3 May (KM) were the last 
reported.  
Wood Thrush – 1 heard at Saunders Springs 
NP, Hardin, 1 April (BBC) was the 
earliest reported. 15 at Mammoth Cave 19 
April (SK, m.ob.) was the highest number 
reported.  
Cedar Waxwing – 250 at Science Hill 
12 May (RD) was the highest number 
reported.  
American Pipit – 1 along 136 w. of Hen-
derson 19 May (ph. CC) was the last 
reported. 50-100 w. of Sauerheber 12 April 
(RLe) was the highest number reported. 
Purple Finch – 1 in Pulaski 14 May (JmP) 
was the last reported. 
Pine Siskin – 8 reports; all listed. 1 in 
Richmond, Madison, 1 March (SKv). 1 nw. 
of Shakertown, Mercer, 17 March (FMi). 
1 w. of General Burn side SP, Pulaski, 21 
March / 6 April (JmP). 2 at Grayson Lake 
SP, Carter, 31 March (WH). 1 in Glasgow 
27-28 April (LCr). 1 in n. Anderson 6 May 
(TAn). 3 in se. Madisonville, Hopkins, 7 
May (HtS). 2 at Wood Creek Lake, Laurel, 
13 May (AK).  
Eastern Towhee – 43 at Little Shepherd 
Trail, Letcher, 12 April (DL, JSo) was the 
highest number reported.  
American Tree Sparrow – 2 at Clay WMA, 
Nicholas, 25 March (DL) were the last 
reported. 11 at Beckley Creek, Jefferson, 
12 March (JW) was the highest number 
reported.  
Field Sparrow – The highest reported 
counts were 40-50 at the Sinclair Unit 21-
31 March (CBz, TG, SG) and 45 at Clay 
WMA, Nicholas, 26 March (DL).  
Vesper Sparrow – About 10 reports. 1 at 
The Bend, Hart, 13 April (JSo) was the 
last reported.  
Lark Sparrow – 1-4 along or near McDonald 
Landing Road, Henderson, beginning 15 
April (m.ob.).
Grasshopper Sparrow – 1 heard in ne. 
Louis ville 4 April (vr. JW) was quite 
early.  
Henslow’s Sparrow – Fewer than 20 reports. 
Noticeably early were 1 heard at Surrey 
Hills Farm 28 March (BPB) and 4 at the 
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Sinclair Unit 29-31 March (BPB, MM, vr. 
CBz). 
Fox Sparrow – 1 at Waddy, Shelby, 2 
April (HnA) was the last reported. 25 at 
Taylorsville Lake WMA, Anderson, 18 
March (BWu) was the highest number 
reported.  
Lincoln’s Sparrow – About 20 reports. 
1 at Muhlen berg County Rail Trail, 
Muhlenberg, 14 April (†TG) was the earli-
est reported. 1 at Sullivan WMA, Franklin, 
23 May (†CBz) was the last reported.  
Swamp Sparrow – 3 at Clarks River NWR, 
Marshall, 13 May (JP) were the last 
reported. 45+ at Sauerheber 15 April (CBz, 
EH) was the highest number reported. 
White-throated Sparrow – 1 at the Lexing-
ton Cemetery 14 May (NBr) was the last 
reported. 
White-crowned Sparrow – 1 at Shaker 
Village, Mercer, 17 May (†DL) was the 
last reported. 25 at Big Rivers WMA, 
Crittenden, 2 April (CC) was the highest 
number reported.  
Dark-eyed Junco – 1 in Benton, Marshall, 
28 April (PHo) was the last reported.  
Yellow-breasted Chat – [No longer 
considered a warbler; the species is now the 
only species in the new family Icteriidae.] 
Singles at Parker Mt. Bell Farm Road, 
McCreary, 14 April (†RB) and at Sauer-
heber 17 April (ph. CC) were the earliest 
reported. 29 at the Sloughs 10 May (JM) 
was the highest number reported. 
Bobolink – 2 at Loveless Road Pulaski 19-20 
April 1 (vr. RD) were the earli est reported. 
7 at Midway University, Woodford, 29 
May 1 (DL) and 1 at Kentucky Bend 
30 May (TG, SG, BPB) were the last 
reported. 100+ along the levee in Fulton 
30 April (RLe) was the highest number 
reported.  
Eastern Meadowlark – 80 at Sandy Lee 
Watkins County Park, Henderson, 20 
March (CC) was the highest number 
reported.  
Western Meadowlark – 2 at Elbow Slough 
Road and 2 along State Route 971, both 
Fulton, 2 March (vr. MG) were the only 
ones reported.  
Orchard Oriole – 1 at Green River Lake SP, 
Taylor, 14 April (MLu) and 1 at Beaver 
Creek, Barren, 15 April (LCr) were the 
earliest reported. 
Baltimore Oriole – 1 at the Lexington 
Ceme tery 15 April (DL, CKAS/ASK) was 
the earliest reported.  
Rusty Blackbird – 2 at the Lexington 
Cemetery 30 April (JSt, MSt) were the 
last reported. 200 at Surrey Hills Farm 5 
March (BPB) and 200 at Sauerheber 31 
March (KM) were the highest numbers 
reported.
Brewer’s Blackbird – All reports listed. 3 
at Midway Road 29 March (BPB, MM). 
1 female at Surrey Hills Farm 5 April (ph. 
BPB). 1 in Jefferson 5 April (†TrL). 10 
sw. of Long Point 8 April (BPB, ph., vr. 
BWu). 
Ovenbird – Singles at Mammoth Cave 29 
March (TD) and 10 April (SK, m.ob.) 
were the earliest reported. 
Worm-eating Warbler – 1 seen and heard 
at Mahr Park, Hopkins, 5 April (DoS) tied 
the early date for the species.  
Louisiana Waterthrush – 1 at LBL, Trigg, 
18 March (ph. JP) was very early. 
Northern Waterthrush – 1 at Bernheim 
Forest 16 April (ScD) and 1 s. of 
Campbells ville, Taylor, 17 April (MLu) 
were the earliest reported. Reported 
through most of May (m.ob.). The latest 
report with docu men tation was 1 near 
Dot, Logan, 13 May (ph. FL).
Golden-winged Warbler – Only 7 reports. 
1 at LBL, Lyon, 18 April 1 (BPB, TG, 
ph. SG) was the earliest reported. 1 at 
the Sloughs 10 May (vr. JM) was the last 
reported.  
Blue-winged Warbler – 1 at Mammoth 
Cave 14 April (SK, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. 10+ at Bernheim Forest 27 April 
(EH) was the highest number reported.  
Black-and-white Warbler – 1 at Mam-
moth Cave 29 March (SK, m.ob.) was the 
earliest reported.  
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Prothonotary Warbler – 1 at Barren River 
Lake, Barren, 4-5 April (BB) was the 
earliest reported. 
Swainson’s Warbler – About 30 reports. 2 at 
DBNF Wildcat Trail, Wolfe, 17 April (vr. 
BnW, AnW) were the earliest reported. 
Tennessee Warbler – 1 at Anchorage Trail 
17 April (EH) and 15+ at LBL, Lyon, 18 
April (BPB, SG, TG) were the earliest 
reported. 1 Shelbyville, Shelby, 23 May 
(LHz) was the last reported.  
Orange-crowned Warbler – Continued to 
be reported more frequently than has been 
typical; about 2 dozen different reports. 1 
at Doe Run Lake Park, Kenton, 13 May 
(ph. RC) was the last reported.
Nashville Warbler – 1 at Pleasant Hill 
Church Road, Trigg, 13 April (BL) was 
the earliest reported. Singles at Fort Hill, 
Franklin, 16 May (JSo) and at Ormsby 
Station Road Pond, Jefferson, 18 May 
(MiC) were the last reported.  
Connecticut Warbler – 1 at Surrey Hills 
Farm 20 May (BPB) was the only report.  
Mourning Warbler – 6 reports; all singles, 
as follows: Boxend, Madison, 9 May (RBa, 
RFs). Veterans Park, Fayette, 11 May 
(SRn). Iroquois Park 13 May (JrL, MiC, 
BBC).  Beargrass Creek SNP, Jefferson, 13 
May (BWo, BBC).  Lexington Cemetery 
14 May (JSt, MSt). Sauerheber 21 May 
(TG, SG).  
Kentucky Warbler – 1 at Mammoth Cave 
14 April (SK, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. 
Common Yellowthroat – 1 at Sauer heber 
26 March (KM) was the earliest reported. 
48 at the Sloughs 10 May (JM) was the 
highest number reported.  
Hooded Warbler – Singles 9 April at 
Long Creek, Trigg (JSo) and Alpine 
Recreational Area, Pulaski (RD) were the 
earliest reported. 37 at Little Lick Rec. 
Area DBNF, Pulaski, 13 May (RD) was 
the highest number reported. 
American Redstart – 2 in McCreary 14 
April (RB) were the earliest reported.  
Cape May Warbler – 1 at the Lexington 
Cemetery 15 April (DL, CKAS/ASK) 
was the earliest reported. 1 at Veterans 
Park, Fayette, 17 May (SRn) was the last 
reported. 
Cerulean Warbler – 1 at Mammoth Cave 
14-15 April (JnS, JrS, PB, JB) was the 
earliest reported. 
Northern Parula – 2 at Mammoth Cave 29 
March (SK, m.ob.) and a few as part of a 
Big Day in the western part of the state, 
29 March (BPB, MM) were the earliest 
reported. 40+ at LBL, Lyon, 18 April 
(BPB, TG, SG) was the highest number 
reported. Nests: N. Parula nests are rarely 
found in the state, but two different nests 
were found and photo graphed along Ken-
tucky Lake Scenic Drive, LBL, Lyon, 
within a few days and about a quarter-mile 
of each other, 17 April (ph. SG, TG, BPB) 
and 29 April (ph. MY, ph. BY, KOS).  
Magnolia Warbler – 1 at Denny Hollow, 
Wayne, 22 April (RB) was the earliest 
reported.  
Bay-breasted Warbler – Singles 29 April 
at Beckley Creek, Jeffer son (BBC) and 
Bernheim Forest (BPB) were the earliest 
reported.  
Blackburnian Warbler – 1 at Mam moth 
Cave 19 April (JR, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. The last reports were 21 May 
(m.ob.).  
Yellow Warbler – 3 at Louisville Water 
Company Ponds, Jefferson, 12 April 
(SyL) were the earliest reported. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler – The earliest 
reports were singles at KY Dam Village 
25 April (MeT) and Pope Lick Park, 
Jefferson, 26 April (BPB, m.ob.). 
Blackpoll Warbler – 1 heard at LBL, Lyon, 
18 April (BPB, TG, SG) was the earliest 
reported.  
Black-throated Blue Warbler – About 2 
dozen reports. 1 at Bad Branch 12 April 
(ph., †DL, JSo) was the earliest reported. 
A female in Scott, 15 May (†DL) was the 
last reported.  
Palm Warbler – 1 at Rose Hill, Oldham, 
16 May (RFi) was the last reported. 30 at 
LBL, Lyon, 18 April (BPB, TG, SG) was 
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the highest number reported.  An apparent 
“Eastern” or “Yellow” Palm Warbler 
(Setophaga palmarum hypo chrysea) was 
at Anchorage Trail 2 April (ph. TQ, RbC).
Yellow-rumped Warbler – 1 male at 
Jacobson Park 21 May (ThM, CtM) was 
the last reported. 100+ at Bern heim Forest 
29 April (BPB) was the highest number 
reported.  
Yellow-throated Warbler – 1 at Mahr Park, 
Hopkins, 27-28 March (DoS) was the 
earliest reported. 
Prairie Warbler – Singles 5 April at The 
Strand, Jefferson (TrL) and at 2 different 
spots in DBNF, McCreary (RD) were the 
earliest reported. 40 at Penny rile State 
Forest, Christian, 20 April (TG, SG) was 
the highest number reported.  
Black-throated Green Warbler – 1 at 
Alpine Rec. Area, Pulaski, 24 March (vr. 
RD) and 1 at Bee Rock, Pulaski, 25 March 
(RD) were the earliest reported. 26 at Bad 
Branch 12 April (DL, JSo) was the highest 
number reported.  
Canada Warbler – 14 reports. 1 at the 
Lexington Ceme tery 2 May (†CBz, 
ROC) was the earliest reported.  1 at Lake 
Linville, Rockcastle, 27 May (†RD) was 
the last reported.
Wilson’s Warbler – About two dozen 
reports. 1 at the Lexington Cemetery 
2 May (CBz) was the earliest reported. 
1 at Lake Linville, Rockcastle, 27 May 
(†RD) was the last reported.  
Summer Tanager – 2 at Mammoth Cave 
17 April (SK, m.ob.) were the earliest 
reported.  
Scarlet Tanager – 1 at Mammoth Cave 11 
April (NB) was the earliest reported. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak – A male at 
Calvert City, Marshall, 17 April (JrT) was 
the earliest reported. 1 w. of Green ville, 
Muhlenberg, 21 May (TG, SG) was the 
last reported. Several observers reported 
unusually high num bers. Examples 
include 30 at Blood River, Calloway, 6 
May (KC) and 16 in Benton, Marshall, 
4 May (JP).  
Blue Grosbeak – Singles 16 April at Sauer-
heber (ph. CC, DSv, LsC) and Glasgow 
(ph. LCr, SnM) were the earliest reported. 
Indigo Bunting – An extremely early pair 
reported near Long Point 30 March (BY, 
MY) may have over wintered, or it may 
have been an early year for them. Similar 
early reports in eBird include a male just 
s. of the KY border near Clarksville, TN, 
also 30 March; 1 on the MS border near 
Memphis, TN, 29 March; and a male at 
Wheeler NWR, n. AL, 27 March. Still 
early, but closer to typical, was the next 
earliest report in Kentucky: 1 singing at 
Mammoth Cave 10 April (SK). A possible 
state-record high of 105 was reported from 
the Sloughs 10 May (JM).  
PAINTED BUNTING – 1 male at a feeder in 
Ravenna, Estill, stayed a few days in early 
April (ph. MBa via MTw). Unfortunately, 
the bird was not reported until 19 May. 
This will become the 9th Kentucky record 
for the species, if confirmed. KBRC 
review required. 
Dickcissel – Singles 19 April at Straight Line 
Road, Henderson (PmG) and along the 
levee in Fulton (HC, JP) were the earliest 
reported.
Blackpoll Warbler – Madison, 4 May 2017  
Robert Foster
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ABBREVIATIONS & FORMAT NOTES 
/ = “and”
† = written details were submitted with the 
report
m.ob. = multiple observers 
ph. = documented with photograph(s)
vr. = documented with recordings of call notes 
or song
County names appear in italics. 
Observer name codes appear in parentheses.
LOCATIONS
Anchorage Trail, e. Jefferson
Audubon Wetlands = John James Audubon 
SP, Audubon Wetlands Trail (Wolf Hills 
Rd.), Henderson
Bad Branch = Bad Branch SNP, Letcher
Bernheim Forest = Bernheim Arboretum and 
Research Forest, Bullitt (unless otherwise 
noted) 
DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest 
Frogue Pond, n. of Zion, Todd
Glasgow, Barren
Hickman, Fulton
Hickman Bottoms = Mississippi River 
bottomlands; “upper” and “lower” are n. 
and s. of Hickman, Fulton
Iroquois Park = Iroquois Park and Nettle roth 
Bird Sanctuary, Louisville, Jefferson
Jacobson Park = Reservoir #4 at Jacobson 
Park, Lexington, Fayette
Kentucky Bend = westernmost, dis continuous 
bit of Kentucky, surrounded by the 
Mississippi River, w. Fulton
Kuttawa = Lake Barkley near Old Kuttawa 
Recreation Area, Lyon
KY = Kentucky
KY Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/
Marshall
KY Dam Marina = marina at Kentucky Dam 
Village SRP, Marshall
KY Dam Village = Kentucky Dam Village 
SRP, Marshall
Lake Barkley, Lyon/Trigg
LBL = Land Between the Lakes National 
Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg
Lexington, Fayette
Long Point = KY portion of the Long Point 
Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton
Louisville, Jefferson
Mahr Park, Madisonville, Hopkins
Mammoth Cave = Mammoth Cave National 
Park, Edmonson (unless otherwise noted) 
Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, s. 
Jefferson
Midway Road, Lower Hickman Bottoms, w. 
Fulton
Minor Clark = Minor E. Clark Fish Hatchery 
near Cave Run Lake, Rowan
Murl Pond = transient pond s. of Murl, 
Wayne
NWR = National Wildlife Refuge
Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit, Sloughs 
WMA, Henderson
Sinclair Unit = Sinclair Unit, Peabody WMA, 
Muhlenberg
Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson
SNP = State Nature Preserve
SP = State Park
SRP = State Resort Park
Surrey Hills Farm, ne. Jefferson
WMA = Wildlife Management Area
First con firmed natural-cliff 
Peregrine Falcon nest in Kentucky 
had adults feeding two nest lings, 
Garrard, 26 May 2017
Tina Nauman
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OBSERVERS 
Groups listed first. Individuals 
are listed alphabetically by last 
name
Audubon Society of Kentucky 
/ Central Kentucky Audubon 
Society (ASK)
Beckham Bird Club (BBC)
Kentucky Ornithological 
Society (KOS)
multiple observers (m.ob.)
Cody Allen (CdA)
David Alvarez (DvA)
Kathleen Anderson (KtA)
Terry Anderson (TAn)
Matt Anthony (MtA)
Jim Arnett (JmA)
Hunter Arnocker (HnA)
Sharon Arnold (ShA)
Michael Autin (MA)
Bonnie Avery (BA)
Jamie Baker (JBa)
Melinda Barnett (MBa)
Rebecca Bates (RBa)
Colleen Becker (CBe)
Tom Becker (TB)
Jane Bell (JB)
Pat Bell (PB)
Sarah Bell (SBe)
Carol Besse (CB)
Clay Bliznick (CBz)
N Bocc (NB)
Karen Bonsell (KB)
Ray Bontrager (RB)
Barbara Brand (BB)
Nancy Braun (NBr)
Will Britton (WlB)
Michael Callan (MiC)
Buddy Campbell (BdC)
Beverly Carrico (BvC)
Patti Case (PC)
Rodney Cassidy (RCa)
Mcgee Catlett (McC)
Robert Chadwick (RbC)
Hap Chambers (HC)
Erin Chapman (EnC)
Bob Clanton (BC)
Joseph Clarkson (JsC)
Chris Clingman (CCg)
Suzanne Clingman (SCg)
Emma Clinning (EaC)
Sean Clinning (SnC)
Emily Clouse (EyC)
Kathy Cohen (KC)
Lisa Combs (LsC)
Derek Coomer (DCo)
Linda Craiger (LCr)
Charlie Crawford (CC)
Rodney Crice (RC)
Brian Davis (BD)
Roseanna Denton (RD)
Scott Dickman (ScD)
Tom Durbin (TD)
Melissa Easley (ME)
Rand Falls (RF)
Richard Fischer (RFi)
Robert Foster (RFs)
Melissa Garrett (MlG)
Pamela Graber (PmG)
Steve Graham (SG)
Teresa Graham (TG)
Mark Greene (MG)
Debbie Hamilton (DbH)
Richard Healy (RHe)
Lea Henze (LHz)
Ron Hoff (RH)
Eric Hope (EH)
Patty Horner (PHo)
Lee Howe (LH)
Jim Hughes (JmH)
William Hull (WH)
Timothy Jones (TmJ)
Sandy Kavanaugh (SKv)
Albert Kayser (AK)
Eric Kershner (ErK)
Steve Kistler (SK)
Miliska Knauft (MlK)
Kelly Krechmer (KlK)
David Lang (DL)
Mike Lee (ML)
Richard Lee (RLe)
Jerry Lewis (JrL)
Ben Limle (BLm)
Michael Linz (McL)
Bill Lisowsky (BL)
Sydney Lossin (SyL)
Glen Lovelace (GlL)
Sora – Jefferson, 15 April 2017, Greg Walker
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Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award
The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor the 
memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her hus-
band, Wendell, made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund.html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, or 
in writing. Applications for 2018 scholarships are due 31 January 2018.
Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available
The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 
scott.marsh@twc.com.
Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available
The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http://
birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund.html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 
kate.slankard@ky.gov.
David Lusk (DvL)
Terri Lusk (TrL)
Mikey Lutmerding (MLu)
Payton Lykins (PyL)
Frank Lyne (FL)
Dax Manley (DxM)
Scott Marsh (SMa)
Don Martin (DM)
Lee McNeely (LM)
Cathy McNeil (CtM)
Thomas McNeil (ThM)
David McQuade (DMc)
John Meredig (JM)
Keith Michalski (KM)
Frank Mitchell (FMi)
Mark Monroe (MM)
Sandy Moss (SnM)
Tina Nauman (TN)
Christopher Newman (CrN)
Teresa Noel (TrN)
Ronan O’Carra (ROC)
Brainard Palmer-Ball (BPB)
Nancy Parker (NP)
James Perlowski (JmP)
Diana Piep (DPi)
Charlie Plush (CPl)
Josh Powell (JP)
Dick Preston (DP)
Tommy Quarles (TQ)
Spencer Reinhard (SRn)
Jeffery Rose (JR)
David Rymal (DvR)
Tanner Shepard (TS)
John Sloane (JSl)
Marshall Smith (MaS)
Jennifer Snyder (JnS)
Jerry Snyder (JrS)
Jeff Sole (JSo)
Pam Spaulding (PS)
Heather Staggs (HtS)
Josh Stapleton (JSt)
Matt Stickel (MS)
Dan Stone (DaS)
Christine Stoughton Root (CSR)
Donna Stricklin (DoS)
Del Striegel (DS)
Donald Sutherland (DSu)
David Svetich (DSv)
Jeremy Teague (JrT)
Derek Thorning (DrT)
Michael Todd (MT)
Melanie Torres (MeT)
Mark Tower (MTw)
Tim Towles (TmT)
Alan Troyer (ATy)
Debby Tyson (DT)
Steve Tyson (ST)
Terrance Ware (TrW)
Ben Warner (BnW)
Danny Watson (DnW)
James Wheat (JW)
Anna Wittmer (AnW)
Barbara Woerner (BWo)
Brian Wulker (BWu)
Ben Yandell (BY)
Mary Yandell (MY)
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1. “Eastern” Palm Warbler – Jefferson, 2 April 2017, Tommy Quarles; 2. Painted Bunting – Estill, early April 2017, 
Melinda Barnett; 3. Red-necked Phalarope – Wayne, 28 May 2017, Ray Bontrager;  4. Purple Gallinule – Henderson, 
9 May 2017, Ben Yandell; 5. Sanderling – Marshall, 30 April 2017, Ben Yandell;  6. Least Terns – Fulton, 18 May 
2017, David Lang;  7. Long-billed Dowitchers (all 3?) – Wayne, 1 May 2017, Ray Bontrager
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